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 COST-NO-OBJECT 

CH Precision L1
$47,900

Like its companion piece, the CH Precision M1 monoblock 

is a contender for Best in Solid-State. Designed by the Swiss 

team of  Florian Cossy and Thierry Heeb, the L1 is a model 

of  timbral neutrality, high transient speed, high (actually, 

constrained-layer damping or to the expanded bandwidth, 

this preamp has none of  the odd-order-harmonic edginess 

that drives audiophiles to drink (and to tubes). It is one 

very smooth, sophisticated customer, and yet, though a 

overly smooth sonics, 

turning them dull, grey, or antiseptic. On the contrary, timbre 

is lifelike, dynamics eye-poppingly fast and 

hard-hitting, and midband presence very 

realistic. Though extremely deep-reaching 

octaves, the L1 may not have the midbass 

and power range density of  color of  the 

Soulution 725 (and it does not come with a 

dandy built-in phonostage like the Soulution 

unit does), but it is certainly its equal in 

other regards—and its superior in low-level 

resolution and neutrality. Indeed, this is the 

most detailed preamp JV has heard since the 
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